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The Mission of Missionaries
A. The Message of Missions

At the birth of the Greatest Missionary to earth, His Mission was proclaimed very clearly by a multitude of His heavenly host as they appeared, accompanying the angel who earlier announced:

Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

The Message of His Mission was declared as:

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men

The Mission was never fulfilled in full. He was first born to be King of the Jews – Where is He that is born King of the Jews? the Magi enquired.  But the Jews rejected Him as their King. [Pilate] saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. 

Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. 

They were no different from their forefathers who mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, and misused His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy. 

Thus, the King came unto His own, and His own received him not.

Since then the Jews have had no peace and Jerusalem, the city of peace, has become a city of desolation without a Temple and an altar where they can offer a Peace Offering. The Lord had expected it. He had bemoaned earlier: O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
Where is the peace in Jerusalem? Where is the goodwill towards the people in Jerusalem? Contrariwise, the Lord . . will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 

Thus, today, Jerusalem is both a cup of trembling and a burdensome stone to the nations around and in the world.

However, the message is still Peace on earth and goodwill toward all men! But the world will not accept Him.

Because of this rejection of the Prince of Peace, it is also the world’s turn to have no peace.

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows.

Outside Jerusalem, in current history, it was expected that peace would prevail and…

· Russia would warm towards the United States when the Cold War ended but it was not to be so.

· African states would live in peace when apartheid was abolished but ethnic cleansing reared its ugly head and many thousands of innocent heads rolled instead

· East would meet West when the Bamboo Curtain of Communism parted to let countries in but the Christian Messengers of peace remain persecuted and true spiritual peace for China curtailed. 

· With the partition of Korea into two at the end of the Second World War, the two would cease hostilities.   Not so, since then efforts have been made to reunite the two without success – so unlike what Christ did for the Jews and the Gentiles when He broke down the middle wall of partition between us (Jews and Gentiles) having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace.

· It was no different in the partition of India and Pakistan on somewhat religious grounds with the hope that both could exist in peace. However we know that Religion could never be the binding force which only a Relationship with Jesus can bond. It is therefore not surprising that any small spark between the two today can be potentially an explosion of nuclear proportions.

One can go on with the wars and rumours of wars that no country in the world is free from. Peace continues to be an illusive dream.
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So when will this Promised Peace come? 

For today, Peace will never be among the nations. But it will be for the individuals in the nations – the “whosoever” in the world. To them is promised, These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
The individual can still have peace in his/her heart and life if he/she believes in the Lord as his/her Saviour.

The Message is individual and personal, (“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you…Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid”) before Peace can become the universal possession of all nations on earth and goodwill exists among all men. This is still in the future when the Lord Himself will come and set up His throne on earth and He will reign in Peace over all the earth as the Prince of Peace.

But what is the Challenge of Christ’s Mission to all of us? For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on Him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"

And the Good News is still: Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this is the Mission of His Messengers (Missionaries) to declare to all that indeed Christ the Lord can be their Saviour and Peace can be their possession. These Messengers need partners to pray for them and to provide for them. Are you willing to be their partners and give of your time and substance to fulfil this mission?

Today His messengers have gone throughout the world to proclaim this glorious message to all in the world. And this Christmas season, let us all join in to bring hope, cheer and joy in response to the call of the unsaved:

From Greenland's icy mountains, 


From India's coral strand, 



Where Afric's sunny fountains Roll down their golden sand;
From many an ancient river, 


From many a palmy plain, 



They call us to deliver Their land from error's chain.

Can we whose souls are lighted 



With wisdom from on high, 




Can we to men benighted The lamp of life deny?

Salvation! Oh, Salvation! 


The joyful sound proclaim 




Till each remotest nation Has learned Messiah's name.

Waft, waft, ye winds, 


His story, And you, ye waters, roll, 



Till like a sea of glory It spreads from pole to pole;
Till o'er our ransomed nature The lamb for sinners slain, 



Redeemer, King, Creator, 



In bliss returns to reign. 


Reginald Heber

We in The ECHOS together with the assembly we represent wish all of you

A Christ-Centred Christmas and 

A Blessed and Bountiful New Year in the Lord
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